
December 3, 2019 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Redland called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners 

were present.   

Chairman Redland asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Jacobson 

made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted 

in favor.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 21st meeting as submitted.  

Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

A/T Hanson brought a letter before the board from Tri-County Community Corrections involving work that 

had been done at the County Cemetery, with regard to lilac bushes that have overgrown markers.  A/T 

Hanson explained that additionally Tri-County Corrections would like a Project Evaluation Report done.  

Donna will check to see if the sheriff can complete this report as she is unaware of how the project began or 

what the end result is.   

At 9:30 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, brought before the board hauler license applications from three of the 

refuse haulers in the county.  They will be license 01-2020 for Fuch’s Sanitation, Inc., 02-2020 for Al’s 

Disposal, Inc. and 03-2020 for Stuhaug Sanitation Service.  He will be receiving an application from Glenn 

Visser before year end.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the hauler licenses for 

Fuch’s Sanitation, Al’s Disposal and Stuhaug Sanitation.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and 

all voted in favor.   

Mr. Johanson then addressed the board with regard to the SCORE Block Grant and the 2020 first half 

disbursement.   Mr. Johanson noted that $34,846 had been received and that the same amount would be 

received again in April/May of 2020, bringing the total received for the 2020 grant to $69,692.  Garry noted 

that there is a new requirement with regard to the 2020 grant funds which must be met before the second 

half disbursement will be made.   Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to accept the first half payment 

of SCORE funds.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item of business for Mr. Johanson was the 2019 EMPG Grant Agreement.  Garry read the proposed 

resolution for the EMPG Grant Agreement for the period of January 1, 2019 through December 31, 2019 

stating that Norman County has participated in this program for the past several years, with grant dollars 

available to offset operating expenses of the Norman County Office of Emergency Management.  

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 12-03-2019-1, a Resolution for 2019 EMPG Grant 

Agreement.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted 

unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   

Mr. Johanson also shared a letter from the Department of Natural Resources with regard to final State 

approval of the Floodplain Ordinance for Norman County.   

At 9:45 a.m. Chairman Redland called for a break before the Tax Forfeiture Sale was to begin at 10:00 a.m. 

At 10:00 a.m. Chairman Redland turned the meeting over to Commissioner Jacobson to act as the auctioneer 

for the Tax Forfeiture Sale.  A/T Hanson informed the gallery of bidders of additional costs that would be 

involved along with the high bid for the purchase of the land, also explaining that properties had taxes and 

special assessments abated at this time.  A/T Hanson noted that a City could choose to put special 

assessments back on a property, should they choose to.  Commissioner Jacobson then began the auction 

process with a parcel in Bear Park Township which did not sell.  He then proceeded to a property in Shelly 

Township, 18-6915002 which sold for the minimum bid of $400 to Elijah Swenson.  Mr. Jacobson then moved 

to a property located in the City of Ada, 25-0125000 which sold for $1,100 to Chantelle Kappes.  He then 

moved to properties in the City of Gary, 27-2418000 and 27-2509000, which sold for $2100 and $800 

respectively to the City of Gary.  Commissioner Jacobson then moved to a parcel in the City of Hendrum,    

29-4369000 which sold to Sarah Tommerdahl for $2,200.  He then moved to a parcel in the City of Shelly,   

31-7351000, which was purchased for $1,100 by Elijah Swenson.  Parcels in the City of Twin Valley were then 

brought for sale and parcel 32-8303000 did not sell.  The remaining parcels, 32-8627001, 32-8678000 and  

32-868000, sold for $100 each to John Rosenberger.   The two properties that did not sell will be available for 

purchase in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office for the minimum bid until the next Tax Forfeiture sale.   

At 10:23 a.m. Sheriff Thornton entered the meeting with a resignation of a dispatcher whose last day would 

be Friday, December 6th.  He would like approval to advertise the position.  Commissioner Bommersbach 



made a motion to approve advertising to fill the position.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and 

all voted in favor.   

At 10:25 a.m. Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, entered the meeting to address his agenda items.  Keith began 

with providing information regarding transportation funding and discussion points regarding the position 

AMC currently has and whether other options should be entertained.  

The next item on Mr. Berndt’s agenda was a software package through R/T Vision for One Office which would 

replace an old, outdated program for use with project management and electronic bidding along with 

proposals and plans.  After some discussion Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the Highway 

Dept procuring One Office including Bid Vault through R/T Vision.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion 

and all voted in favor.   

The next item of discussion was Co Hwy 106 north of Hendrum.  Engineer Berndt explained that DOT is 

waiting to see what Norman County is planning to do with this road as it suffered greatly with the recent Hwy 

75 project.  After discussion, it was felt the county should look at patching the road, possibly only the first 

mile and milling the remaining stretch of road and adding gravel base.  Engineer Berndt will look to DOT for 

patching dollars and report back to commissioners at a later date.   

At 11:10 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney entered the meeting.  Attorney Brue brought a resolution 

authorizing the sale of County owned land in the City of Gary pursuant to Minn. Stat. §373.01, Subd. 1.  

Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to adopt CR 12-03-2019-2, Commissioner Bommersbach, seconded 

the motion and on roll call vote CR 12-03-2019-2 was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on 

file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   

At 11:18 a.m. Galen Cariveau, HR, entered the meeting to address the Elected Officials 2020 Compensation 

Recommendations.  James Brue, County Attorney, noted that he felt this should be tabled at this time due to 

concerns he was having.  He asked that a meeting be set for Thursday, December 5th, with himself, the Salary 

Committee members and Mr. Cariveau.  This meeting was set for 9:00 a.m. on December 5, 2019.   

Mr. Cariveau then moved on to compensation for the commissioners for 2020.  Mr. Cariveau recommended 

a 2020 rate of $17,640 for the commissioners for 2020.  This is a $430 adjustment from the 2019 salary.  

Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve the commissioner salary of $17,640 for 2020.  

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 11:23 a.m. Kristi Rott, Norman Mahnomen Public Health, along with Aimee Eggen, and Kim Myers of 

NMPH and Brianna Eggen, Dekko Community Center Director, entered the meeting.  Ms. Rott addressed the 

board with regard to the Dekko membership currently provided for full-time and permanent part time 

county employees at a rate of $350/month and encouraging the county board to approve the Family Plan at 

a rate of $525/month.  Discussion followed and Commissioner Bommersbach asked for numbers showing 

usage of the Dekko Center by county employees.  Brianna explained that she is working to get a better 

system in place for providing those numbers, and noted that some people fail to sign in, and also that their 

current electronic tracking system is not working well.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the 

Family Plan membership beginning January 1, 2020, with tracking the usage.  Commissioner Jacobson 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Redland asked if all commissioners had been able to review the bills.  Commissioner Bommersbach 

made a motion to approve bills as presented:   

Revenue -- $17,792.30  Road & Bridge -- $32,253.15  County Building - $116.11 

County EDA -- $270.00  Forfeited Property Tax -- $916.50 Public Health -- $1,934.13 

Solid Waste -- $1,170.21 County Homes -- $200.00  TOTAL -- $54,652.40 

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

David Stene, CFO, then entered the meeting with questions regarding the county insurance contribution and 

how this should be handled with the resignation of the Sheriff’s Department dispatcher.  Commissioners 

asked that Mr. Stene, Mr. Cariveau and County Attorney Brue meet to figure this out.  

At 11:43 a.m. Chairman Redland adjourned the meeting.   

 

___________________________________   ___________________________________ 

Nathan Redland, Chairman of the Board    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


